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Girl Scouts Greater Chicago and Northwest Indiana   312.416.2500 ext.6323   Email: property@girlscoutsgcnwi.org  

Butternut Springs 
Valparaiso, IN 46385 

Located on 304 beautiful wooded acres in Porter County,  
Indiana.  Conveniently accessible from I-80/90 and I-94.   
 
Lodging:   
 

Beckoning Woods (Becky), McCormick Lodge (Mac) – Year 
round lodges that sleep 32 people on floor mattresses.  Semi-
private room sleeps 4 on bunk beds with private bathroom. Kitchen 
with range, refrigerator, and microwave; bathrooms without  
showers and large fireplace.   
 
Friendship Cabin – This lodge has two sides, Dorm A (sleeping 
20 in wood bunk beds), and Dorm B (sleeping 24 in wood bunk 
beds). Each side has accessible restrooms with shower and a 
kitchen with range, refrigerator, microwave and dishwasher.   
Centralized two sided fireplace for each side of the lodge.   
 
Gathering Place Bedroom — Two dorm rooms sleeping four 
each on bunk beds with access to private restroom and shower. 
Great place for males staying overnight with the troop. Kitchen 
facilities not available.   
 
Running Water —  Winterized lodge sleeps 16 on bunk beds. 
Kitchen with range, refrigerator, microwave, and indoor restrooms. 
 
Trail Tree — Winterized lodge sleep 16 on bunk beds. Includes 
kitchen with range, refrigerator, microwave and indoor rest-
rooms.  Mid April thru Mid October pricing includes use of plat-
form tents.  
 
Wieboldt – Winterized lodge sleeps 16 on bunk beds. Kitchen with 
range, refrigerator, microwave, and indoor restrooms. Mid-April 
thru Mid-October pricing includes Wieboldt Cabins.  
 
Hickory—(36) Nine platform tents of four people on cots with mat-
tresses. Campfire cooking, no refrigeration. Indoor restroom.  
Available Mid-April thru Mid-October.  

Dining Hall: 
Gathering Place — This separate facility contains full  
service commercial kitchen and dining area that can seat 
roughly 225 people.   
 
Recreation: 
Archery range, Baseball field, Canoeing, Dyna-track (fitness 
track), Haywagon rides, Hiking trails, Letterboxing, Soccer 
field, Sledding, Outdoor Swimming. 

The Gathering Place 

Running Water lodge 
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Friendship Center 
Country Club Hills, IL 60478 

32 acres near I-294 & I-57.  Walking trails and pavilion with  
restrooms offer a great place for day functions or overnights.  
 
Lodging: 
 

Suites – Each of four suites has a kitchen with range, refrigerator 
and microwave. Newly carpeted areas for  sleeping and tables 
and chairs for meeting space. Each suite sleeps 25 people on 
floor mattresses. 
 
 

Recreation: 
Hiking trails, Letterboxing, mowed fields, parking lot games.  
 
 

Dining:  
Assembly Hall — Multi-purpose room 60’x70’ with 16’ high 
ceilings with  separate kitchen that can seat about 150  
people. Stage with sound system and lights.   
 
Pavilion– Well appointed shelter has restrooms, storage 
areas, and picnic tables.  Parking lot will hold 100 cars. 
 
Multipurpose Room –  Carpeted meeting room seating 25 
with tables and chairs; speaker table included. 
 

The Pavilion 

The Assembly Hall 

Typical Suite 

Foyer 
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Greene Wood 
Woodridge, IL 60517 

136 beautiful wooded acres.  Lots of trees, streams, ravines and 
pond. Conveniently accessible from I-355 & route 53. 
 
 
Lodging:   
 

Program Center– Year-round center has two suites: Side A 
sleeping 19 and Side B sleeping 22 people on floor mattresses.  
Kitchens with range, refrigerator, and microwave for each side; 
restrooms and showers.   
 
Aptakisic Lodge– Open room lodge sleeps 36 people on floor 
mattresses Mid-April thru Mid-October. Kitchen with range,  
refrigerator, and microwave; large fireplace.  Latrine toilets. 
 
Mon Daw Min Lodge– Open room lodge sleeps 36 people year 
round.  Kitchen with range, refrigerator, and microwave;  
restrooms, large fireplace. 
 
Odakota Lodge— Open room lodge sleeps 36 people year 
round.  Kitchen with range, refrigerator, and microwave;  
restrooms, large fireplace.   
 
Qui Quito Lodge– Six dorm rooms sleeping four people each on 
wood bunk beds year-round with centralized meeting room. 
Kitchen with range, refrigerator, microwave; restrooms; fireplace.  
 
Yurts— Five yurts sleep six people each. Available Mid-April thru 
Mid-October.  Restrooms & refrigeration located in lower level of 
Odakota.  Main yurt for group gathering.  Campfire cooking. 
 
Platform Tent Areas: Akaga— (16) Four tents of four people. 
Aowakiya— (20) Five tents of four people. Wapikiya— (36) Nine 
tents of four people. All platform tents have cots with mattresses.  
Campfire cooking, no refrigeration. Latrine toilets. Water spigot 
nearby. 
 

Dining: Hall 
Odakota Lodge– This dining facility can seat more than 
100 people year-round. Kitchen includes range, refrigerator 
and microwave. 
 
Program/Meeting Rooms: 
Aptakisic, Mon Daw Min, Qui Quito Lodges– Large multi-
purpose rooms can be used for meetings and indoor  
activities.  Large fireplaces and hardwood floors.    
 
Jane H. Gurney Pavilion– Concrete floor, picnic tables,  
kitchen storage, seats up to 75.  Range, refrigerator and  
microwave available; open for use Mid-April thru Mid-
October. 
 
Program Center— Three conference rooms, includes  
kitchenette with refrigerator and microwave, elevator, patio.  
 
Recreation: 
Archery range, Hiking trails, Letterboxing, Orienteering. 

Odakota 

Yurts 

The Program Center  
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Juniper Knoll 
East Troy, WI 53120 

186 beautiful wooded acres on Pleasant Lake.  Lots of beautiful 
trees with over 4200 feet of lake frontage. Conveniently accessi-
ble from I-43 and routes 12 and 20. 
 
Lodging:   
 

Health Center – Open room lodge with two semi-private  
bedrooms sleeps 21 people year-round.  Kitchen with range and  
refrigerator.  Two private restrooms and a shower. 
 
Citadel Lodge with Platform Tents – Open room lodge sleeps 
18 people indoor or 36 in platform tents Mid-April thru Mid-
October.  Kitchen with range and refrigerator, restrooms and 
showers nearby. Large fireplace and wood stove.   
 
Promise Lodge – Year round lodge has two sides, Dorm A 
(sleeping 20 in wood bunk beds), and Dorm B (sleeping 24 in 
wood bunk beds).  Each side has accessible restroom and a full 
kitchen with range, refrigerator, microwave and dishwasher.   
Centralized two sided fireplace for each side of the lodge.  
 
Shongela (Yurts) – Four yurts sleep eight people each on bunk 
beds and are available to use Mid-April thru Mid-October.  
Restrooms, showers and shelter nearby.  Cooking by campfire; 
no refrigeration.  
 
Wilderness Lodge – Year round open room sleeps 36 people on 
floor mattresses.  Kitchen with range, refrigerator, microwave; 
indoor restrooms.  

Wilderness Platform Tents – (36) Nine tents sleeping four  
people each on cots.  Lodge included. Available Mid-April thru 
Mid-October. 
 
Platform Tent Sites: Clippership – (40) Ten tents of four people 
each.  Chalet – (28) Seven tents of four people. Frontier – (36) 
Nine tents of four people. Greenwood – (36) Nine tents of four 
people. All platform tents have cots with mattresses; restrooms, 
showers and shelter nearby.   Campfire cooking, no refrigeration. 
 

Program/ 
Meeting Rooms: 
Low Lodge– Large multipurpose room commonly used for 
meetings, indoor activities.  Large fireplace and hardwood 
floors.     
 
Recreation: 
Archery range, Canoeing, Hiking trails, Sledding, Snowshoe-
ing, Lake Swimming.  

Pleasant Lake 

The Promise Lodge 

Wilderness Lodge 
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Palos 
Palos Park, IL 60464 

80 beautiful wooded acres with lots of big trees and trails.   
Conveniently accessible from I-55 & I-294.   
 
Lodging:   
 

Cabin Clusters — Four finished cabins sleep 10 people each 
on bunk beds year round.  Carpeted with attached bath/
showers in each cabin. Kitchen house is steps away with two 
full kitchens. 
 
Troop House Upper — Two dorm rooms sleep 10 people each 
year round. Main room can sleep an additional 10; all sleep on 
floor mattresses. Kitchen with range and refrigerator, restrooms  
and showers. Large fireplace .   
 
Troop House Lower — Open room sleeping for 10 people with 
restroom and shower. Refrigerator, microwave & sink. Great 
space for males staying overnight with the troop. 
 
Ranch House Lodge —  Year-round lodge has two dorm 
rooms that sleep twelve people each in triple bunk beds. Two 
private restrooms and full kitchen in lodge.   
 
Rustic Lodge —  Lodge has two dorm rooms that sleep ten 
people per room on bunk beds. Restrooms with showers and 
full kitchen.  
 
Platform Tents — Six platform tents that sleep four people 
each. Wash house with restroom and shower. Available Mid-
April thru Mid-October. 

Dining: Hall 
Cabin Cluster Kitchen –  Seating available for 50 people.   
 
North Pavilion– Large 70’x25’ shelter can seat up to 90 
people, storage rooms available. Great space to pitch camp-
owned tents or have a day event. Portable restroom. 
 
Recreation: 
Archery range, hiking trails, hay wagon rides, nature center, 
Snowshoeing.  

Troop House 

Cabin Cluster Kitchen 

Inside of Cabin Cluster 

Ranch House 
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Pokanoka 
Ottawa, IL 61350 

260 beautiful wooded acres with Illinois river frontage.  Lots of 
beautiful fields, stream with waterfall, natural clay mounts and 
pond.  Conveniently accessible from routes 23 and 71.   
 
Lodging:   
 

Hickory Lodge – Open-room lodge with one semi-private room 
sleeps 45 people year round.  Kitchen with range and refrigerator, 
latrine toilets; showers in pool house. Large fireplace.   
 
Whippoorwill Lodge – Open room lodge with one semi-private 
room sleeps 30 people year round.  Kitchen with range and  
refrigerator, latrine restrooms  and showers in pool house. Large  
fireplace. 
 
Oriole Lodge —  Year round dining center building could be 
used for lodging provided no food service is ordered. Sleeps 50 
on floor mattresses, commercial kitchen.  Indoor restroom. 
 
Chickadee Tabins: These five cabins sleep eight people and are 
available to use Mid-April thru Mid-October.  Latrine toilets.  Flush 
toilets and showers in pool house. 
 
Whippoorwill Tabins– Five little unfinished cabins sleep eight 
people and are available to use Mid-April thru Mid-October.  
Latrine toilets. Flush toilets and showers in pool house.   
 
Flicker Tabins– Five unfinished cabins that sleep eight people 
and are available to use Mid-April thru Mid-October.  Latrine  
toilets. Flush toilets and showers in pool house.  
 
Blue Jay Platform Tents– Ten tent platforms that sleep four 
people on cots with mattresses. Available to use Mid-April thru 
Mid-October. Latrine toilets. Flush toilets and showers in pool 
house.  

Dining: Hall 
Oriole Lodge— This full-service commercial kitchen and 
dining facility can seat about 160 people.   
 
Recreation: 
Archery range, haywagon rides, hiking trails, letterboxing, 
mini-golf, sledding, star gazing gazebo, swimming pool,  
outdoor theater. 

Pool House, Trading Post, Office. 

Tabins 
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River Trails 
Sheridan, IL 60551 

136 beautiful wooded acres with Fox River frontage.  Lots of 
beautiful trees, stream, natural cliffs and swimming pool.  
Conveniently accessible from routes 52 and 71.   
 
Lodging:   
 

Lenona Lodge – Year round two room open lodge has floor  
mattresses and leader room for each side.  Dream Catcher 
sleeps 20. This lodge has a commercial kitchen and attached 
restrooms with showers. Merrybrook sleeps 22 and has a galley 
kitchen. Restrooms and showers are shared with Dream Catcher. 
 
Bonnie Brae – Open loft lodge with dining/kitchen on first floor, 
sleeping 24 on bunk beds in Mid-April thru Mid-October. Portable 
restrooms; showers nearby.  Large fireplace. 
 
Idle a while – Open room lodge with one semi-private room 
sleeps 32 people year round on floor mattresses.  Kitchen with 
range and refrigerator, attached restroom; showers nearby;  large 
fireplace.  
 
Prairie Cabins – Seven unfinished cabins with electricity sleep 
four people each on cots. Available Mid-April thru Mid-October. 
Main cabin with electricity and refrigerator. Portable restroom; 
showers are nearby.  Campfire cooking. 
 
Cloverleaf Tents – Eight screened platform tents that sleep four 
each, on cots.  Latrine toilets. Campfire cooking. 
 
Trailblazer Tents – Six screened platform tents that sleep four 
people each, on cots.  Latrine toilets.  Campfire cooking. 

Dining: Hall 
Lenona Lodge— This full service commercial kitchen and 
dining facility can seat about 160 people.   
 
Recreation: 
Archery range, hiking trails, letterboxing, swimming pool, 
volleyball. 

Lenona Lodge (Dream Catcher & Merrybrook) 

Bonnie Brae 

Idle a While 
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Hickory Platform Tents 36 v v C v v v v v v ?
Running Water P.T. 36 v v C v v v v v v ?
Trail Tree P.T. 36 v v C v v v v v v ?
Weiboldt Cabins 24 v v v C v v v v v v ?
Hickory Lodge 16 v v IF B v v v v v v v I H
Trail Tree Lodge 16 v v IF B v v v v v v v I H
Running Water Lodge 16 v v IF B v v v v v v v I H
Weiboldt Lodge 16 v v IF B v v v v v v v I H
Beckoning Woods L 32 v v IF v M B/4 v v v v v v I H
McCormick Lodge 32 v v IF v M B/4 v v v v v v I H
Friendship Center A 20 v v v IF v B v v v v v v v I H v
Friendship Center B 24 v v v IF v B v v v v v v v I H v
Gathering Place Dorms 8 IF v B v I H/AC v
Gathering Place COM v v IF v v v v v v 225 v I H/AC v
FRIENDSHIP CENTER, Country Club Hills, IL  32 Acres                                                                                                                                                
Suite A 25 v v IF v M v v I H/AC
Suite B 25 v v IF v M v v I H/AC
Suite C 25 v v IF v M v v I H/AC
Suite D 25 v v IF v M v v I H/AC
Assembly Hall v v IF v 150 v I H/AC
Pavilion IF v v v v 75 v I
CAMP GREENE WOOD, Woodridge, IL  136 Acres                                                                                                                                                              
Aptakisic Lodge 36 v v L M v v v v I H
Mon Daw Min Lodge 36 v v IF M v v v v v I H
Odakata Lodge 36 v v IF v M v v v v v I H
Qui Quito Lodge 24 v v IF B B/4 v v v v v I H
Program Center North 22 v v IF v M v v v v v I H/AC v
Program Center South 19 v v IF v M v v v v v I H/AC v
Kimberlee Self Board R v v IF 60 v I H/AC v
USG Conference Room v v IF 20 v I H/AC v
Akaga Platform Tents 16 L C v v v v v
Aowakiya Platform T. 20 L C v v v v v
Wapikiya Platform T. 36 L C v v v v v
Ottawa 20 L v v
Yurts 30 v IF v C v v v v 30
Hanka Sadan 20 L v v
Menominee 20 L v v v
North Star 20 L v v v
Potawatomi 20 L v v
Okihi 20 L v
Ojibwa 20 L v v
Adventure Site 20 L v v
Litahni 20 L v v
Jane H Gurney Pavilion v v L v v v v 75 v I v

KEY: AC Air conditioning H Heat M Mattress on floor

B Bunk with mattress I Indoor electricity P Portable

C Cot with mattress IF Indoor flush OF Outdoor flush

COM Commercial L Latrine v Available

CAMP BUTTERNUT SPRINGS, Valparaiso, IN 304 Acres
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CAMP JUNIPER KNOLL, East Troy, WI  186 Acres                                                                                                                                                                       
Health Center 20 v v IF v B C/5 v v v v I H v
Promise Lodge A 20 v v v IF v B v v v I H v
Promise Lodge B 24 v v v IF v B v v v I H v
Wilderness Lodge 36 v v IF v M v v I H
Wilderness Platform T 36 OF v C v v v v O
Citadel Lodge 18 v v OF M v v v I
Citadel Platform Tents 36 OF v C v v O
Shongala Yurts 32 OF B v v v v
Chalet Platform Tents 28 OF v C v v v v O
Clippership Platform T 40 OF v C v v v v O
Frontier Platform Tents 36 OF v C v v v v O
Greenwood Platform T 36 IF v C v v v v O
Meadow Cabins 12 C v I
Book Nest v v v v I
Low Lodge IF v v v 75 v I H
CAMP PALOS, Palos Park, IL  80 Acres                                                                                                                                                                       
Cabin Cluster A 10 v v IF v B v v v v v I H
Cabin Cluster B 10 v v IF v B v v v v v I H
Cabin Cluster C 10 v v IF v B v v v v v I H
Cabin Cluster D 10 v v IF v B v v v v v I H
Ranch House Lodge 24 v v IF B v I H
Rustic Lodge 20 v v IF v B v v I H
Troop House Lower 10 v v IF M v v I H/AC
Troop House Upper 30 v v IF v M v v v I H/AC
Platform Tents 24 v v OF v C v v v v v O
North Pavilion L v v v 90 v v
CAMP POKANOKA, Ottawa, IL  260 Acres                                                                                                                                                                            
Hickory Lodge 45 v v L v M M/2 v v v v I H 
Hickory Tabins 16 L v C v v
Oriole Lodge 50 COM v v P v M v v 160 v I H/AC
Whippoorwill Lodge 30 v v L v M v v v I H
Whippoorwill Tabins 40 v L v B v v v v v v O
Chickadee Tabins 40 v P v B v v v v v O
Flicker Tabins 40 v P v B v v v v v O
Blue Jay Platform Tents 40 v P v C v v v v v O
Sunny Glade 20 P v v
CAMP RIVER TRAILS, Sheridan, IL  136 Acres                                                                                                                                                                        
Dreamcatcher 22 com v IF v M B/4 v v v v I H v
Merrybrook 22 v v IF v M B/4 v v v v v I H v
Bonnie Brae 25 v v P v B v v v v v I H
Idle a While 32 v v IF v M B/6 v v v v v I H v
Prairie Cabins 28 v P v C v v v v v I v
Cloverleaf PlatformT 32 v L v C v v v v v O
Trailblazer PlatformT 24 v L v C v v v v v O
Cedar Hill 150 L v v v v v v
KEY: AC Air conditioning H Heat M Mattress on floor

B Bunk with mattress I Indoor electricity P Portable

C Cot with mattress IF Indoor flush OF Outdoor flush

COM Commercial L Lartine v Available
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Introduction to Safety Activity Checkpoints 
When preparing for any activity with girls, always begin with the Safety Activity Checkpoints written specifically for that 
particular activity. This introduction provides an overview of the format of each set of checkpoints. Note: In addition to 
reading these checkpoints yourself, you can also e-mail to or print them for co-volunteers, parents/guardians, and girls.  

Know where to do the activity. Quick list of the most common places girls carry out the activity 

Include girls with disabilities. Tips and special Web sites for information on including girls with disabilities 

Gear 

Basic Gear includes clothing and equipment girls are likely to already have in their possession. 

Specialized Gear includes clothing and equipment girls may need to purchase, rent, or borrow. 

Prepare for the Activity 

These checkpoints discuss steps to take in advance of the activity. Not every category is listed here, and not every activity 
includes these categories.  

 Communicate with council and parents. Tips for following council guidelines and keeping parents informed 
 Ensure prerequisites. Ranges from an ability to swim to knowledge of primitive camping 
 Arrange for transportation and adult supervision. Recommended adult-to-girl ratios for this activity 
 Verify instructor knowledge and experience. Ensuring the volunteers or on-site instructors possess the proper skill set, 

knowledge, training/certification and/or documented experience according to your council’s guidelines, as outlined in 
Volunteer Essentials 

 Select a safe site. A game plan for ensuring the safest experience possible  
 Compile key contacts. Information on itineraries, phone trees, and other contact information  
 Respect the environment. Tips for ensuring environmental responsibility 
 Prepare for emergencies. First-aider requirements and other emergency precautions  

On the Day of the Activity 

These checkpoints include important final reminders on the day of the activity. Not every category is listed here, and not 
every activity includes these categories.  

 Get a weather report. Ways to monitor the weather for any outdoor activity and/or activity requiring transportation  
 Review rescue tips. Activity-specific rescue tips 
 Use the buddy system. The best way to ensure no one is separated from the group or unable to get help 
 Be prepared in the event of a storm with lightning. Special details for outdoor warm-weather activities 

Links guide you to the best-known and best-respected Web sites. 

Know-How for Girls offers games, mini-lessons, and other fun ways to expand girls’ knowledge. 

Jargon helps you and the girls master activity-specific terminology.      13 
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Hiking: Safety Activity Checkpoints 

 
Unlike short walks, hiking involves lengthy, cross-country walking trips and often requires sturdy boots to provide 
traction on rocks and unruly earth floors. With respect to the Leave No Trace philosophy, it’s important for hikers to 
leave trails as (or better than) they found them. Although the action of one hiker may not strongly affect the 
environment, the effects of large groups of hikers can degrade trails.  

Caution: Girls are not allowed to use firearms unless 12 years and older and with council permission; girls are never 
allowed to hunt or go on high-altitude climbs. Girls are also never allowed to ride all-terrain vehicles or motor bikes. 

Know where to hike. Connect with your Girl Scout council for site suggestions. Also, to locate hiking areas near U.S. 
metropolitan areas, visit localhikes.com. 

Include girls with disabilities. Communicate with girls with disabilities and/or their caregivers to assess any needs and 
accommodations. Contact national parks to inquire about their accommodations for people with disabilities, and learn 
more about the resources and information that Global Explorers and Wilderness Inquiries provide to people with 
disabilities. 

Hiking Gear 

Basic Gear 
 Lightweight, layered clothing and outerwear appropriate for weather conditions 
 Rain jacket or poncho 
 Waterproof sunscreen (SPF of at least 15) and lip balm 
 Hat or bandana 
 Sunglasses 
 Water bottle or hydration pack (each girl carries at least one quart) 
 Nonperishable, high-energy foods such as fruits and nuts 
 Insect repellent 
 Flashlight 
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 Whistle 

Specialized Gear 
 Day pack 
 Hiking/trail boots or footwear 
 Map and compass or map and global positioning system (GPS) 
 Pocket knife 

Prepare for Hiking 

 Communicate with council and parents. Inform your Girl Scout council and girls’ parents/guardians about the 
activity, including details about safety precautions and any appropriate clothing or supplies that may be 
necessary. Follow council procedures for activity approval, certificates of insurance, and council guidelines about 
girls’ general health examinations. Make arrangements in advance for all transportation and confirm plans 
before departure.  

 Girls plan the activity. Keeping their grade-level abilities in mind, encourage girls to take proactive leadership 
roles in organizing details of the activity. Encourage girls to plan routes, activities, rules for group living, and 
guidelines for dealing with problems that may arise with other groups of hikers.  

 Arrange for transportation and adult supervision. Ensure that the hiking adult or instructor has experience in 
teaching hiking techniques and trip planning. Ensure that one adult is in front of the group of hikers, and the 
other is in the rear of each group, and that both are familiar with the area. The recommended adult-to-girl ratios 
are two non-related adults (at least one of whom is female) to every: 
• 6 Girl Scout Daisies 
• 12 Girl Scout Brownies 
• 16 Girl Scout Juniors 
• 20 Girl Scout Cadettes  
• 24 Girl Scout Seniors 
• 24 Girl Scout Ambassadors 

Plus one adult to each additional: 

• 4 Girl Scout Daisies 
• 6 Girl Scout Brownies 
• 8 Girl Scout Juniors 
• 10 Girl Scout Cadettes 
• 12 Girl Scout Seniors 
• 12 Girl Scout Ambassadors 

 Compile key contacts. Give an itinerary to a contact person at home; call the contact person upon departure 
and return. Create a list of girls’ parents/guardian contact information, telephone numbers for emergency 
services and police, and council contacts—keep on hand or post in an easily accessible location. Also know the 
location of the nearest landline telephone in case cellular phones do not receive reception. 

 Girls share resources. Encourage girls to distribute a list of hiking gear and supplies, and to determine which 
resources can be shared.  

 Choose an appropriate hiking route. Terrain, mileage, and hiking time are known to the hikers in advance. Hikes 
are restricted to a reasonable length as determined by age, level of experience, nature of the terrain, physical 
condition of the hikers, disabilities, weather conditions, and time of day. The hiking pace always accommodates 
the slowest hiker.  

 Assess safety of hiking routes. The route is known to at least one of the adults or a report is obtained in advance 
to assess potential hazards such as poisonous plants, dangerous animals, unsafe drinking water, cliffs, and drop-
offs. Ensure that a land-management or similar agency is contacted during the trip-planning stage to determine 
available routes and campsites, recommended group size, water quantity and quality, and permits needed. 

 Ensure that hikers have a comprehensive understanding of the trip. Group members are trained to be 
observant of the route, surroundings, and fatigue of individuals. Instruction is given on the safety rules for 
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hiking, such as staying together in a group, recognizing poisonous plants and biting or stinging insects and ticks, 
respecting wild animals, and behaving effectively in emergencies. Ensure that girls know how to read maps, use 
a compass, navigate a route, and estimate distance. 

 Take safety precautions. Search-and-rescue procedures for missing persons are written out in advance, 
reviewed, and practiced by girls and adults. Methods of communication with sources of emergency care, such as 
hospitals, and park and fire officials, are known and arranged in advance. 

 Prepare for emergencies. Ensure the presence of a waterproof first-aid kit and a first-aider with a current 
certificate in First Aid, including Adult and Child CPR or CPR/AED, who is prepared to handle cases from 
extremes of temperature, such as heat exhaustion, heat stroke, frostbite, cold exposure, hypothermia, as well as 
sprains, fractures, insect stings, tick bites, snake bites, sunburn, and altitude sickness; a first-aider with 
Wilderness First Aid is present for hikes of 10 miles or more and away from emergency assistance. If feasible, a 
vehicle is available to transport an injured or sick person. See Volunteer Essentials for information about first-aid 
standards and training. 

On the Day of Hiking 

 Get a weather report. On the morning of the camping trip, check weather.com or other reliable weather 
sources to determine if conditions are appropriate. If severe weather conditions prevent the hiking activity, be 
prepared with a backup plan or alternate activity. Write, review, and practice evacuation and emergency plans 
for severe weather with girls. 

 Use the buddy system. Girls are divided into teams of two. Each girl chooses a buddy and is responsible for 
staying with her buddy at all times, warning her buddy of danger, giving her buddy immediate assistance if safe 
to do so, and seeking help when the situation warrants it. If someone in the group is injured, one person cares 
for the patient while two others seek help. 

 Respect the environment and keep trails clean. Use the principles of minimal-impact camping. Store garbage in 
insect- and animal-proof containers with plastic inner linings, and cover it securely when there is a campsite 
garbage-pickup service. When there is no garbage-pickup service, remove garbage from campsite in plastic bags 
and discard, as appropriate. Recycle whenever possible. Do not bury food; carry out grease and fuel canisters. 
Do not remove natural materials such as leaves or branches. In addition, avoid eating wild foods, walking on or 
uprooting plants, interfering with or feeding wild animals, and littering. 

 Practice safe hiking. Instructions are given on the safety rules for hiking, which include forbidding hiking off-trail 
and after dusk. Girls stay on the pathway to avoid trampling trailside plants and causing erosion. In addition, 
take adequate rest periods, with time to replenish fluids and eat high-energy food (such as fruits and nuts). 

Hiking Links 

• American Hiking Society: www.americanhiking.org 
• Appalachian Mountain Club: www.outdoors.org 
• Appalachian Trail Conference: www.atconf.org  
• Leave No Trace: www.lnt.org  

Hiking Know-How for Girls 

• Practice with maps and a compass. Before heading out on a lengthy hike, learn how to read a map and use a 
compass. Look at a map to understand where you started, and where you plan to finish. What do you anticipate 
you’ll see during your hike? 

• Learn about regional nature. What flowers, trees, insects are unique to the area you’re hiking in? 

Hiking Jargon 

• Blaze: A mark, often on a tree, that indicates a trail’s route; most often, the blaze is painted with a bright color 
• Hot spot: A place on the foot that is sore as a result of a shoe’s rubbing and irritation, and where a blister will 

form; use moleskin to make a doughnut shape around the hot spot to prevent blisters 
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Group Camping: Safety Activity Checkpoints 

 
Camping, a great Girl Scout tradition, is one of the very first activities that Girl Scouts founder Juliette Gordon Low 
encouraged for girls. The key to an enjoyable group-camping experience is being prepared by packing just enough gear, 
supplies, and clothing that are appropriate for the weather, sleeping situation, and cooking meals. Girl Scouts advocate 
for the Leave No Trace method of camping, which involves leaving a campground the way it exists in nature, free of 
garbage and human impact.  

Caution: Girls are not allowed to use firearms unless 12 years and older and with council permission; girls are never 
allowed to hunt or go on high-altitude climbs. Girls are also never allowed to ride all-terrain vehicles or motor bikes. 

Camping with Girl Scout Daisies: Under the leadership of an adult, a Daisy troop may participate in an occasional 
overnight camping experience. Daisies who have completed kindergarten may independently participate at day camp 
and in resident camp experiences lasting up to three nights. Daisies who have completed first grade may independently 
participate in resident camp experiences lasting four or more nights. 

Know where to camp. Girl Scout camps, public, private, state, and national parks and sites deemed appropriate by local 
and state authorities. Connect with your Girl Scout council for site suggestions and for information on using a non-
council-owned site. Search for campground locations by location at Reserve America.  

Include girls with disabilities. Communicate with girls with disabilities and/or their caregivers to assess any needs and 
accommodations. Learn more about the resources and information that Global Explorers and Wilderness Inquiries 
provide to people with disabilities. 

Camping Gear 

Basic Gear 
 Clothing and rain jacket or poncho that can be layered 
 Hat, gloves, and thermal underwear for cool temperatures 
 Socks with sturdy shoes, hiking boots, or sneakers (no sandals, clogs, flip-flops, or bare feet) 
 Waterproof sunscreen (SPF of at least 15) 
 Hat 
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 Sunglasses 
 Towels and basic personal hygiene supplies (shampoo, soap, comb, and so on) 
 Daypack 
 Insect repellent 

Specialized Gear 
 Flame-resistant tents or tarp (no plastic tents) 
 Compass and map or map and global positioning system (GPS) 
 Sleeping bag (rated for the anticipated temperature) 
 Mosquito netting where necessary 
 Cooking supplies (pots, pans, utensils, mess kit and dunk bag, and so on) 
 Cooler for food storage 
 Portable cook stoves and fuel whenever possible (to reduce the use of firewood) 
 Flashlight and other battery-powered lights (no candles, kerosene lamps, portable cook stoves, heaters, or other 

open-flame devices are used inside tents) 
 Lantern fueled by propane, butane, kerosene, or gas (for outdoor use) 
 Water-purification kit 

Prepare for Group Camping 

 Communicate with council and parents. Inform your Girl Scout council and girls’ parents/guardians about the 
activity, including details about safety precautions and any appropriate clothing or supplies that may be 
necessary. Follow council procedures for activity approval, certificates of insurance, and council guidelines about 
girls’ general health examinations. Make arrangements in advance for all transportation and confirm plans 
before departure.  

 Girls plan the activity. Keeping their grade-level abilities in mind, encourage girls to take proactive leadership 
roles in organizing details of the activity and to plan menus, rules for group living, and on-site activities. 

 Obtain camping credentials. Ensure that the adult has been a part of council group or troop-camp learning on 
supervising group camping. Group camp education generally covers outdoor program activities, minimal-impact 
camping skills, safety procedures and standards, and methods of dealing with homesickness. 

 Arrange for transportation and adult supervision. The recommended adult-to-girl ratios are two non-related 
adults (at least one of whom is female) to every: 
• 6 Girl Scout Daisies (See “Camping With Girl Scout Daisies” details in this checkpoint’s introduction) 
• 12 Girl Scout Brownies 
• 16 Girl Scout Juniors 
• 20 Girl Scout Cadettes  
• 24 Girl Scout Seniors 
• 24 Girl Scout Ambassadors 

Plus one adult to each additional: 

• 4 Girl Scout Daisies (See “Camping With Girl Scout Daisies” details in this checkpoint’s introduction) 
• 6 Girl Scout Brownies 
• 8 Girl Scout Juniors 
• 10 Girl Scout Cadettes 
• 12 Girl Scout Seniors 
• 12 Girl Scout Ambassadors 

 Compile key contacts. Give an itinerary to a contact person at home; call the contact person upon departure 
and return. Create a list of girls’ parents/guardian contact information, telephone numbers for emergency 
services and police, and council contacts—keep on hand or post in an easily accessible location. Also know the 
location of the nearest landline telephone in case cellular phones do not receive reception.  

 Ensure the safety of sleeping areas. Separate sleeping and bathroom facilities are provided for adult males; 
many councils make exceptions for girls’ fathers. Ensure the following: 
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• Each participant has her own bed. Parent/guardian permission must be obtained if girls are to share a bed. 
• Adults and girls never share a bed. 
• It is not mandatory that an adult sleep in the sleeping area (tent, cabin, or designated area) with the girls. If 

an adult female does share the sleeping area, there should always be two unrelated adult females present. 

During family or “He and Me” events (in which girls share sleeping accommodations with males), ensure the 
details are clearly explained in parent/guardian permission slip. 

 Girls share resources. Encourage girls to make a list of the gear and supplies, and determine what can be 
shared. Support girls in creating a checklist of group and personal equipment and distribute to group members. 

 Prepare for emergencies. Ensure the presence of a waterproof first-aid kit and a first-aider with a current 
certificate in First Aid, including Adult and Child CPR or CPR/AED, who is prepared to handle cases from 
extremes of temperature, such as heat exhaustion, heat stroke, frostbite, cold exposure, hypothermia, as well as 
sprains, fractures, and altitude sickness. If any part of the activity is located 30 minutes or more from emergency 
medical services, ensure the presence of a first-aider with Wilderness First Aid. A vehicle is available or an 
ambulance is on call at all times to transport an injured or sick person. See Volunteer Essentials for information 
about first-aid standards and training. 

On the Day of Group Camping 

 Get a weather report. On the morning of the camping trip, check weather.com or other reliable weather 
sources to determine if conditions are appropriate. If severe weather conditions prevent the camping trip, be 
prepared with a backup plan or alternate activity. Write, review, and practice evacuation and emergency plans 
for severe weather with girls. 

 Use the buddy system. Girls are divided into teams of two. Each girl chooses a buddy and is responsible for 
staying with her buddy at all times, warning her buddy of danger, giving her buddy immediate assistance if safe 
to do so, and seeking help when the situation warrants it. If someone in the group is injured, one person cares 
for the patient while two others seek help. 

 Respect the environment and keep campsite clean. Use the principles of minimal-impact camping described by 
Leave No Trace. Store garbage in insect- and animal-proof containers with plastic inner linings, and cover it 
securely when there is a campsite garbage-pickup service. When there is no garbage-pickup service, remove 
garbage from campsite in plastic bags and discard, as appropriate. Recycle whenever possible. Do not bury food; 
carry out garbage, grease, and fuel canisters. Do not remove natural materials such as leaves or branches. 

 Be prepared for primitive campsites. For sites that don’t have electric lights and toilet facilities, observe these 
standards: 
• Choose and set up campsite well before dark. 
• Use a previously established campsite if available. 
• Make sure the campsite is level and located at least 200 feet from all water sources and below tree line. 
• Avoid fragile mountain meadows and areas of wet soil. 
• Avoid camping under dead tree limbs. 
• Use existing fire rings if a fire is necessary. 
• If a latrine is not available, use individual cat holes—holes for human waste that are at least 200 feet away 

from the trail and known water sources—to dispose of human waste (visit www.lnt.org for more 
information). 

• Do dishwashing and personal bathing at least 200 feet away from water sources. 
• Store food well away from tents and out of reach of animals. Where necessary, hang food at least 10 feet 

high from a rope stretched between two trees. If the site is in bear country, check with local authorities on 
precautions to take. 

• See that garbage, tampons, sanitary supplies, and toilet paper are carried out. 

Group Camping Links 

• American Camp Association: www.acacamps.org 
• Go Camping America: www.gocampingamerica.com 
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• Leave No Trace: http://www.lnt.org  
• National Camp Association: www.summercamp.org  

Group Camping Know-How for Girls 

• Create a camp kaper chart. Divvy up cooking duties and get creative about pre-planning outdoor meals. 
• Be ready with camp entertainment. Before you go camping, read about camping stories, songs, activities, and 

games. 

Group Camping Jargon 

• Kindling: Small pieces of dry wood used to start a campfire 
• Mummy bag: A sleeping bag that is tapered at the ends to reduce air space and to conserve heat 
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Outdoor Cooking: Safety Activity Checkpoints 

 
Historically, wood fires were the primary source of heat for camp cooking, but the practice of cooking with large fires is 
no longer recommended, because of the detrimental effects on camping areas. Instead, use an established fire pit to 
ignite a small fire, or use alternative cooking methods such as a portable cook stove (electric or fuel-based). When 
cooking outdoors, it’s important to pack the appropriate amount of food for the group, so as to avoid discarding unused 
food. To properly plan food supplies, consider the activities you’ll be participating in, keeping in mind that girls will burn 
more calories and hence need to eat more when participating in rigorous activities. Also, more calories are needed 
during cold weather. Extensive outdoor cooking is not recommended for Girl Scout Daisies, but a less extensive activity, 
such as roasting marshmallows, is appropriate. 

Know where to cook outdoors. Preferably at campsites with designated fire-pit areas. Connect with your Girl Scout 
council for site suggestions. 

Include girls with disabilities. Communicate with girls with disabilities and/or their caregivers to assess any needs and 
accommodations. Learn more about the resources and information that Global Explorers and Wilderness Inquiry provide 
to people with disabilities. 

Outdoor Cooking Gear 

Basic Gear 
 Pots and pans 
 Portable water for drinking, cooking, and cleaning 
 Biodegradable dishwashing soap  
 Pot scrubber 
 Hand sanitizer or soap and paper towels 
 Mess kit with nonbreakable plates, bowls, mugs, and cutlery in dunk bag 
 Knives 
 Containers to store leftover food 
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 Can opener 
 No plastic garments, such as ponchos, are worn around open flame 
 Rubber band, barrette, or bandana to tie back hair 

Specialized Gear 
 Firefighting equipment, including fire extinguisher, water, loose soil or sand, and a shovel and rake 
 Portable cook stove and fuel 
 Long-handled cooking utensils such as ladles 
 Pot holders and/or insulated gloves  
 Insulated cooler and ice for food storage 
 Water purification method (tablets or filter), if needed 

Prepare for Outdoor Cooking 

 Communicate with council and parents. Inform your Girl Scout council and girls’ parents/guardians about the 
activity, including details about safety precautions and any appropriate clothing or supplies that may be 
necessary. Follow council procedures for activity approval, certificates of insurance, and council guidelines about 
girls’ general health examinations. Make arrangements in advance for all transportation and confirm plans 
before departure.  

 Girls plan the activity. Keeping their grade-level abilities in mind, encourage girls to take proactive leadership 
roles in organizing details of the activity.  

 Arrange for transportation and adult supervision. The adult supervising the outdoor cooking has taken council 
learning opportunities. The recommended adult-to-girl ratios are two non-related adults (at least one of whom 
is female) to every: 
• 6 Girl Scout Daisies (non-extensive cooking activities only) 
• 12 Girl Scout Brownies 
• 16 Girl Scout Juniors 
• 20 Girl Scout Cadettes  
• 24 Girl Scout Seniors 
• 24 Girl Scout Ambassadors 

Plus one adult to each additional: 

• 4 Girl Scout Daisies (non-extensive cooking activities only) 
• 6 Girl Scout Brownies 
• 8 Girl Scout Juniors 
• 10 Girl Scout Cadettes 
• 12 Girl Scout Seniors 
• 12 Girl Scout Ambassadors 

 Compile key contacts. Give an itinerary to a contact person at home; call the contact person upon departure 
and return. Create a list of girls’ parents/guardian contact information, telephone numbers for emergency 
services and police, and council contacts—keep on hand or post in an easily accessible location. 

 Consult with council about permits where necessary, and prepare for fire safety. Connect with your Girl Scout 
council to inquire about permits with the local fire district, land-management agency, or conservation office. 
Fires are not permitted when there is excessive dryness or wind. The adult volunteer also checks the fire index 
with local authorities. Local air-pollution regulations are followed.  

 Girls share resources. Support girls in creating a checklist of group and personal equipment and distribute to 
group members. Girls learn to use a variety of cooking methods, including use of wood fire, propane, butane, 
and gas stoves, charcoal, canned heat, and solar energy. Repackage all food to minimize waste and the amount 
of garbage that needs to be removed from the campsite. 

 Be prepared for primitive campsites. If cooking in primitive areas with little to no modern conveniences, 
observe these standards: 
• Choose and set up campsite well before dark. 
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• Use a previously established campsite if available. 
• Make sure the campsite is level and located at least 200 feet from all water sources and below tree line. 
• Avoid fragile mountain meadows and areas of wet soil. 
• Avoid camping under dead tree limbs. 
• Use existing fire rings if a fire is necessary. 
• If a latrine is not available, use individual cat holes—holes for human waste that are at least 200 feet away 

from the trail and known water sources—to dispose of human waste (visit www.lnt.org for more 
information). 

• Do dishwashing and personal bathing at least 200 feet away from water sources. 
• Store food well away from tents and out of reach of animals. Where necessary, hang food at least 10 feet 

high from a rope stretched between two trees. If the site is in bear country, check with local authorities on 
precautions to take. 

• See that garbage, tampons, sanitary supplies, and toilet paper are carried out. 

 Take safety precautions. Fire-safety rules, emergency procedures, and first aid for burns are reviewed with the 
group and understood. Procedures are established and known in advance for notifying the fire department or 
land-management agency officials in case of a fire. Fire drills are practiced at each site. 

 Prepare for emergencies. Ensure the presence of a waterproof first-aid kit and a first-aider with a current 
certificate in First Aid, including Adult and Child CPR or CPR/AED, who is prepared to handle burns and other 
injuries related to the location, including extremes of temperature, such as heat exhaustion, heat stroke, 
frostbite, cold exposure, hypothermia, as well as sprains, fractures, and sunburn. If any part of the activity is 
located 30 minutes or more from emergency medical services, ensure the presence of a first-aider with 
Wilderness First Aid. If feasible, a vehicle is available to transport an injured or sick person. See Volunteer 
Essentials for information about first-aid standards and training. 

On the Day of Outdoor Cooking 

 Get a weather report. On the morning of the outdoor cooking activity, check weather.com or other reliable 
weather sources to determine if conditions are appropriate. If severe weather conditions prevent the cooking 
activity, be prepared with a backup plan or alternate activity. Write, review, and practice evacuation and 
emergency plans for severe weather with girls. 

 Use the buddy system. Girls are divided into teams of two. Each girl chooses a buddy and is responsible for 
staying with her buddy at all times, warning her buddy of danger, giving her buddy immediate assistance if safe 
to do so, and seeking help when the situation warrants it. If someone in the group is injured, one person cares 
for the patient while two others seek help. 

 Respect the environment and keep site clean. Use the principles of minimal-impact camping. Store garbage in 
insect- and animal-proof containers with plastic inner linings, and cover it securely when there is a campsite 
garbage-pickup service. When there is no garbage-pickup service, remove garbage from campsite in plastic bags 
and discard, as appropriate. Recycle whenever possible. Do not bury food; carry out grease and fuel canisters. 
Do not remove natural materials, such as leaves or branches.  

Tips for Cooking with Cook Stoves and Open Fires 

 Prepare for safe usage of portable cook stoves. Portable cook stoves differ in size and in fuel use. Follow the 
manufacturer’s instructions carefully, and closely supervise the girls when using any stove. Take an adequate 
amount of fuel, and store the extra fuel supply away from the cooking flame. Never use portable cook stoves 
inside a tent. Keep all stove parts clean. Check that lines and burners are not clogged. Do not refuel the cook 
stove or change canisters near an open flame. Take care not to spill fuel; if fuel does spill, relocate the stove 
before lighting it. Place portable cook stoves in safe, level, and stable positions, shielded from the wind and 
away from foot traffic. Do not pile rocks or other items around the cook stove for stability. Do not overheat the 
fuel tank. Use pots of appropriate size, so that the stove is not top-heavy. Do not dispose of pressurized cans in a 
fire, leave them in direct sunlight, or keep them in enclosed areas where the temperature is high. See the 
manufacturer’s instructions on the label. Store and dispose of fuel canisters in the recommended manner. Be 
sure to check with local authorities to make sure cook stoves are permitted during times of extreme fire danger. 
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 Cook safely with solar stoves. If using solar cookware, remember that pots and food inside a solar oven are hot 
even if the stove does not feel hot. Use insulated gloves when removing pots and opening the lid. 

 Practice safe cooking with open fire. If cooking over open flames, build fires in designated areas, and avoid 
establishing new fire sites. An established fire site is clear of overhanging branches, steep slopes, rotted stumps 
or logs, dry grass and leaves, and cleared of any burnable material, such as litter, duff, or pine needles. Where 
wood gathering is permitted, use only dead, fallen wood, and keep the cooking fires small. Store wood away 
from the fire area. Watch for flying sparks and put them out immediately. Before leaving the site, check that the 
fire is completely out by sprinkling the fire with water or smothering it with earth or sand, stirring, and then 
sprinkling or smothering again; finally, hold hands on coals, ashes, partially burned wood, or charcoal for one 
minute to ensure it is cool to the touch. Make a plan for disposing of cold ashes and partially burned wood. You 
may scatter ashes and burned wood throughout the woods away from the campsite. Do not put ashes and 
burned wood in a plastic pail; do not leave a pail with ashes or burned wood against the side of a building or on 
a wood deck. Obtain wood from local sources to avoid bringing pests and diseases from one location to another. 

 Practice safe cooking with charcoal fires. If using charcoal, fires are started with fuels explicitly labeled as 
“charcoal starters”—never use gasoline as a fire starter. Never add charcoal lighter fluid to a fire once it has 
started.  

Tips for Food Preparation and Storage 

 Prepare nutritious meals. Meals are prepared with consideration of food allergies, religious beliefs, and dietary 
restrictions (such as vegetarianism and veganism) of group members. Whenever possible, buy food and supplies 
that avoid excess packaging, and buy in bulk. Review health considerations, including the importance of keeping 
utensils and food preparation surfaces sanitized, cleaning hands, cooking meats thoroughly, refrigerating 
perishables, and using clean water when preparing food. Do not use chipped or cracked cups and plates. 

 Cook with caution. Girls learn about the safe use of kitchen tools and equipment, including knives. Maintain 
discipline in the cooking area to prevent accidents with hot food and sharp utensils. Do not overfill cooking pots, 
and do not use pressurized cans, soda-can stoves, or plastic basins, bottles, and cooking utensils near an open 
flame. 

 Avoid spreading germs. Each person has an individual drinking cup. Cooks roll up long sleeves and tie back long 
hair. Wash hands before food preparation and eating. No person with a skin infection, a cold, or a 
communicable disease participates in food preparation.  

 Keep perishables cool. Store perishables such as creamed dishes, dairy products, meats, and salads at or below 
40 degrees Fahrenheit in a refrigerator or insulated cooler with ice. If this will not be possible, use powdered, 
dehydrated, freeze-dried, or canned foods. On extended trips, do not use foods requiring refrigeration. Use safe 
drinking water (see the “Water Purification Tips”) to reconstitute powdered, dehydrated, or freeze-dried food. 
Once reconstituted, eat perishable items within one hour or refrigerate them. 

Water Purification Tips 

 Access a safe drinking water supply for cooking, drinking, and personal use. Safe drinking water is defined as 
tap water tested and approved by the local health department. All other sources are considered potentially 
contaminated and must be purified before use. Giardia lamblia (a parasite) is suspected in all surface water 
supplies. 

 Use one of the three water-purification methods. First, strain water through a clean cloth into a clean container 
to remove sediment, and then choose one of the following methods: 
• Boil water rapidly for a full minute and let cool. 
• Disinfect water with water-purification tablets, following the manufacturer’s instructions. Check the 

product’s shelf life to make sure it has not expired. 
• Pour water through a water purifier or specially designed water-filtration device that removes Giardia. 

These filters will also remove many other contaminants. Follow the manufacturer’s instructions carefully. 
• Important note: These methods will not remove chemical pollutants. In addition, only boiling the water or 

pouring it through a specially designed filter will remove Giardia lamblia.  
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Dishwashing Tips 

 Wash dishes in a prescribed area according to this procedure: 
• Remove food particles from utensils and dishes. 
• Wash dishes in warm, soapy water. 
• Rinse dishes in hot, clear water. 
• Sanitize dishes by dipping in clear, boiling water or immersing for at least two minutes in a sanitizing 

solution approved by the local health department. Use long-handled utensil, tongs, or tool to remove 
sanitized dishes.  

• Air-dry and store dishes in a clean, covered area. 
• Dispose of dishwashing and rinse water according to the campsite regulations. In backcountry areas, scatter 

wastewater on the ground at least 200 feet beyond any water source or trail. 

Outdoor Cooking Links 

• OutdoorCook.com: www.outdoorcook.com 
• Leave No Trace: www.lnt.org 

Outdoor Cooking Know-How for Girls 

• Learn how to start a fire without matches. What are the ways that you can get a fire going without using 
matches or a lighter? Read camping how-to books or online sources to learn how. 

• Plan outdoor recipes. Vote for your favorite meals and plan how to cook them outdoors. For additional outdoor 
recipe ideas, read Discover the Outdoors, netwoods.com, and outdoorcook.com. 

Outdoor Cooking Jargon 

• Dunk kit: A mesh bag used to hold dirty dishes; the bag is dunked into hot water or chlorine solution and then 
hung to dry with clean, sterilized dishes inside 

• Dutch oven: A cooking kettle used for baking in an open fire (do not use soap on cast iron) 
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Girl Scouts of Greater Chicago and Northwest Indiana  Page 1 of 1 
Property Rental Application  June 2013 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Girl Scout Troop      Council Name          
 Not-Profit Organization              
 Other/For-Profit Organization              
 
 
 
 

Lead Coordinator’s Name              
Address        City/State/Zip        
Day Phone     Work Phone      Cell Phone      
E-mail Address                
 
 
 
 

Total Girls by Girl Scout Grade Level     Total Number of Campers 
   Daisy  Brownie _______Junior      Girls    Boys 
 Cadette  Senior  Ambassador     Adult Females   Adult Males 

Grade Level(s) for Groups not Affiliated with Girl Scouts     
Camp        Site(s)           
Date(s): 1.      2.      3.      
             First Choice               Second Choice               Third Choice 

 2 nights (weekend)    Arrival Time (not prior to 4:00 p.m.)        
 1 night   (overnight)       Day Use  Departure Time (no later than 2:00 p.m.)       
 
 
 

Recreational Options (please note that not all camps have the recreations listed) Number of Participants      
 Archery  Hay Wagon Ride   Mini Golf  Pool/Swimming  Canoes           Snowshoes 
 
 

Outdoor Trained Adult               
Name of Outdoor Training Taken       Date Training Completed     
Certified First Aider or Medical Professional      Expiration Date from Card    
Certified CPR Adult         Expiration Date from Card    
 
 
 
 

Payment Information – Pay using method below or check here to wait for contract  
Credit Card Check 

 

 Visa           MasterCard           Discover         AMEX 
 

 

Card #        Expiration Date     

Name on Card            
Billing Address            
 

NOTE: Submitting via e-mail is not part of our secure Internet reservations environment.  
 

For increased security, credit card information can be provided over the phone by calling 312-912-6371. 

 

 
 

Check #    
 

Amount    

Date Paid    
 

 

OFFICE USE ONLY: 

        
         ON CALENDAR  CONFIRMED  ENTERED  REC  CONFIRMED 

         CANCELLED  SENT CONTRACT  SIGNED CONTRACT  INTERNAL USE  INTERNAL USE 

NOTES:                 

                  

                  
 

Property Rental Application 
 

Complete this property rental application and return to: 

Girl Scouts of Greater Chicago and Northwest Indiana 
Attn: Property Registrar, 20 S. Clark Street, Suite 200    Chicago, IL  60603 

E-mail:  property@girlscoutsgcnwi.org ♦ Fax: 312-750-0718 ♦ Phone: 312-912-6371 
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 SITE USE AGREEMENT 
In consideration of the promises herein && in the property guide, GSGCNWI Agrees to allow the Organization to use the above specified facilities for the 
time period above.  GSGCNWI reserves the right to book other groups during these dates in other facilities on the site.  Use of the site shall be conditional 
on the terms set forth below and in the property guide: 

1. Responsible Person(s):  
 a. the above named adult individual (herein identified as Leader) will be the sole contact person for the organization in coordinating events and group 
 needs with GSGCNWI staff. The leader above it the responsible adult in charge of the Organization's activities relating to this Agreement, shall be at 

the  Site at all times when the Organization is present, and shall be responsible for the Organization's use of the site.   
 b. The Leader accepts the responsibility of communicating all the rules and guidelines described in this agreement and those posted on the grounds to 

all participants in the organization group. 
 c. The Organization agrees to provide a person certified in first aid, physician, nurse or EMT to be available GSGCNWI throughout the event. 

GSGCNWI requires proof of license/certificate.  GSGCNWI will fine the Organization or GS Group $500.00 if no medical person is provided.  We 
encourage your  Organization to have medical parental consent forms for every guest of minor age.  We will not allow you on the property without 
this medical person. 

2. Reservation Deposit and final payment: If organization does not return signed agreement, proof of insurance, 50% usage deposit within ten 
days, this agreement is not binding and GSGCNWI is free to confirm these facilities with another group for the same dates. 

 a. Deposit are fully refundable or transferable more than 5 months prior to the begin date specified above provided the request is in writing.  Less than 
5 months, deposits are not refundable but 50% transferable to different dates for this same event.  Deposits are not transferable if less than 4 months 
prior to begin date. 

 b. The signer understands that GSGCNWI cannot guarantee available space or accommodations if the participation exceeds the above estimated 
attendance. 

 c. The Organization agrees to make final payment of the balance fourteen days prior to reservation date listed and agrees to pay all legal expenses 
associated with the collecting of any outstanding balance. Final bill will be based on not less than 100% of building rental and 75% of the estimated 
number of participants noted above, or the number of participants provided GSGCNWI prior to the begin date for food service and activity usage 
(whichever is greater), minus the reservation deposit already paid. 

3. Cancellation Policy: The signer understands that this agreement may be canceled or rescheduled any time up to 4 months prior to the begin date 
above.  Signer agrees that if the event is canceled for any reason within ninety (90) days prior to the begin date above, regardless of when the 
agreement was signed, the guest organization is responsible for 75% of the estimated bill.   

4. Care of Persons, Program and Property:  The Organization agrees to provide all program staff, including certified and trained staff for using 
recreational amenities, unless such program leadership is being provided by GSGCNWI as a part of this rental agreement.  The Organization assumes 
full responsibility for any bodily injury (including death), or damages, or loss from any cause whatsoever to any person or any property incurred during 
or with respect to the Organization’s use of the Site.  Proper supervision will be provided so as to prevent personal injury (including death), or loss or 
damages to person or property.  The Organization shall pay Girl Scouts of Greater Chicago and Northwest Indiana for any and all damages incurred 
above the coverage amount of the security deposit to its buildings, equipment, or any other of its real or personal property caused by misuse, willful 
neglect, lack of supervision, or any other cause except ordinary wear and tear.  Any damage shall be reported promptly to Girl Scouts of Greater 
Chicago and Northwest Indiana. 

5. Waiver of Claims and Indemnity: To the extent not prohibited by law, Organization shall indemnify, defend and save harmless GSGCNWI and its 
officers, directors, members, agents and employees, from and against any and all liability, claims, damages, cost and expenses, including without 
limitation, attorneys’ fees, resulting from or in connection with:  (i) the use and occupancy of the Site by Organization and its members, agents and 
employees, or (ii) the acts and omissions of Organization and its members, agents and employees, or (iii) any breaches of this Agreement by 
Organization or its members, agents and employees.  To the extent not prohibited by law, Organization waives all claims against GSGCNWI and its 
officers, directors, members, agents and employees for injury to persons, damage to property or to any other interests of Organization sustained by 
Organization or any person claiming through  Organization resulting from any occurrence in or upon the Site.  Without limiting the generality of the 
foregoing, GSGCNWI shall have no liability for closing the Site or access thereto in emergencies, and all of Organization’s personal property which may 
at any time be at the Site shall be at Organization’s sole risk. 

 Insurance (non-Girl Scout Groups):  The Organization shall provide GSGCNWI with certificate of comprehensive general liability  
 insurance including contractual liability for bodily injury and property damage in an amount not less than $2,000,000 per occurrence  
 and name GSGCNWI as additional insured.  If the Organization employs staff or intends to use vehicles at the Site, Workers’  
 Compensation and Comprehensive automobile insurance must be provided for owned, non-owned, and hired cars with minimum  
 limits of $1,000,000 per occurrence for bodily injury and property damage, and name GSGCNWI as additional insured. 
 In case of injury, GSGCNWI’s insurance provider is not to be pursued for payment of any and all claims until both the individual participant’s and  
 organizations insurance providers have refused coverage.  GSGCNWI’s insurance is coverage of last resort and begins after the individual’s and  
 organization’s insurance terminates. 
6. Room Assignments: Assignment of participants into lodging rooms is the responsibility of the Organization’s leadership.  Please provide to that 

property manager your participation  roster by email, fax or bring with you on arrival date.   This will help us locate specific people in case of 
emergencies.  

This Agreement is entered into by the Girl Scouts of Greater Chicago and Northwest Indiana and the Organization in reliance upon the terms and conditions  
above and in the Property Guide.  The Agreement is limited to usage by the Organization of the facilities and/or areas designated above. This Agreement 
cannot be assigned, transferred or property subleased to another group or organization.  No changes to this Agreement as delivered to the Organization 
are effective unless initialed by both parties. 
On behalf of the Organization, I hereby accept this Agreement and agree to comply by the terms specified herein, in the Property Guide and on the site 
grounds.  I hereby declare that I am authorized to sign this Agreement on behalf of the Organization. 
 Date:  _______________________________________________ By:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 First Aid and CPR cards attached or Name of Medical Person and license # Signature and Title 

  First Aid Card Attached  CPR Card Attached 
  Name and license Number:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Accepted for Girl Scouts of Greater Chicago and Northwest Indiana: < Council Use only> 

 Date: _________________________________________________  By:  ___________________________________________________________ 
  Girl Scout Council Signature, Title 
 YOU WILL NOT BE ALLOWED ON THE CAMP PROPERTY WITHOUT A SIGNED AGREEMENT AND MEDICAL PERSON.  
SIGN AND RETURN WITH DEPOSIT OR FULL PAYMENT (& PROOF OF INSURANCE IF REQUIRED) TO THE CHICAGO ADDRESS ABOVE.   
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Celeste Adams-Holecek 

From: Celeste Adams-Holecek 
Sent: Tuesday, September 16, 2014 2:54 PM 
To: Celeste Adams-Holecek 
Subject: GS Camp Contract - Camp Name 
Attachments: GS Group Contract.pdf; Girl Scouts Group lnvoice.pdf; GS Roster 110405.pdf; Checkin-out 

form2 110411.pdf; Procedures for Arrival and Departure.pdf; PropertyGuide.pdf 

Dear Leader -

Thank you for your reservation to camp. Attached please find the Group Contract. To 
secure your reservation, a signed contract (the 2nd page) and the specified amount 
must be returned by the date listed. 

Note: In the "Reservation" section, the nights you are sleeping at camp are listed. In 
the "Dates" section, the dates that you have the site reserved are listed. 

As a reminder, recreations must be planned with the Property Registrar before you 
arrive at camp. The Property Manager will not be able to support recreational 
activities after your group has arrived at camp. 

To ensure the best camp experience, be sure to review the training needed for fire 
building and other outdoor skills. To build a fire, inside or outside, each group will need 
to have an adult trained in fire building. 

Please be reminded that check-in time is no sooner than 4:00 pm and no later than 11:00 
pm. Check-out time is no later than 2:00 pm. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. 

Attached is a Troop Roster, Check-In/Check-Out, and Property Guide. 

Please f i l l in the Troop Roster PRIOR to your arrival at camp. TAKE IT WITH YOU. 
Your group will not be allowed into the camp until the Property Manager receives this 
completed form. 

Did you remember your First Aid Kit? Remember to double-check the contents and 
bring it with you to camp. Also, don't forget an Emergency Car. Even when you 
reserve a bus for transportation, an emergency car is a must. 

Remember that the camps with a trading post will have a camp specific patch. I f the 
camp does not have a trading post, contact the Gathering Place shop to purchase a 
patch of your choice. 

Feel free to email me at the address listed below with any questions. 

Thank you. 

Celeste Adams-Holecek 
Property Registrar 

l 

SAMPLE
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Name of Camp
CAMP PROPERTY Area/Building

Group Name
Group/Troop #:

AREA
Group accepts responsibility for the 
condition of these areas, and agrees to keep 
the space clean and orderly.

Group accepts responsibility for all damages 
upon move out.  Normal wear and tear 
expected. 

CONDITION CONDITION COST OF REPAIRS

Common Areas  OK  Not OK - See Below  OK  Not OK - See Below
Doors/Windows (closed and locked)

Floor/Ceiling/Walls

Lights/Outlets

Steps/handrails

Other: __________________________________

Meeting or Dining Room  OK  Not OK - See Below  OK  Not OK - See Below
Doors/Windows (closed and locked)

Floor/Ceiling/Walls

Lights/Outlets

Tables & Chairs (clean and stacked)

Brooms, mops (clean and stored properly)

A/V Equipment (unplugged, stored properly)

Other: __________________________________

Bedroom  OK  Not OK - See Below  OK  Not OK - See Below
Doors/Windows (closed and locked)

Floor (swept, vacumed, wet mopped)

Ceiling/Walls (clean, no debris,marks, holes)

Lights/Outlets

Mattresses (wiped w/ disinfectant/stacked)

Bed frames

Window covering

Closets/Shelves

Other: __________________________________

Kitchen (clean stainless w/ stainless cleaner only)  OK  Not OK - See Below  OK  Not OK - See Below
Doors/Windows (closed and locked)

Floor (swept, wet mopped)

Ceiling/Walls (clean, no debris,marks, holes)

Lights/Outlets

Range/oven/hood (wiped clean)

Refrigerator (empty of food, wipe clean)

Dishwasher (emptied of all dishes)

Sink/faucet/disposer (clean, neat, dry)

Cabinets/counters (clean, dry)

Mixer/Slicer

Dishes/Flatware

Cooking utensils/supplies clean, stored

Other: __________________________________

CHECK IN & OUT FORM

Move-in Date/Time  ____________ Move-out Date/Time  __________

SAMPLE
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Bathroom (clean stainless w/ stainless cleaner only OK  Not OK - See Below  OK  Not OK - See Below
Doors/Windows (closed and locked)

Floor/Ceiling/Walls (clean, swept)

Lights/Outlets

Sinks/faucets

Shower/Tub

Curtain/Door/Seat

Toilet/paper disp.(clean,wipe seats,stock)

Stall divider

Towel bars

Hand dryers

Trash/Sanitary cans (remove trash, cobwebs)

Mirror/Cabinet

Fan/Air freshener

Other: __________________________________

Porch/Deck  OK  Not OK - See Below  OK  Not OK - See Below
Doors/Windows (closed and locked)

Floor/Ceiling/Walls

Lights/Outlets

Steps/Handrails

Furniture

Other  OK  Not OK - See Below  OK  Not OK - See Below
Fireplace (Ashes/burned wood in ash barrel)

Fire Extinguisher (in proper place, charged)

Furnace/A.C

Smoke alarms

Water heater

Thermostat (turned to 55, lights out)

Recreation Equipment

Litter picked up-trash/recycle to dumpsters

Other: __________________________________

Platform Tents/Yurts  OK  Not OK - See Below  OK  Not OK - See Below
Doors/Windows (closed and locked)

Floors (swept)

Equipment clean & stored

Steps/Handrails

Mattresses (wiped w/ disinfectant)

Tent flaps closed, left untied

Other: __________________________________

Number of Keys Issued: ______________ Keys Returned: ______________

Group Leader: Date: ________________ Group Leader: Date: __________
Checked in by: Checked out by:
Items borrowed: __ tents __ pie irons __ dutch ovens __ fire buckets Items returned?:    Yes      No

Girl Scouts of Greater Chicago & Northwest Indiana - 20 S Clark St, Suite 200 - Chicago, IL 60603 - 855-ILOVEGS (456-8347)

Move-in inspection results accepted by: Move-out inspection results accepted by:

__ Marshmallow forks  __ Popcorn Kettles  __ Propane stove  __  Other: __________________________________________

SAMPLE



 

 

       

http://www.aes.org/
http://www.artsamerica.us/
http://www.cdc.gov/ticks
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/
http://www.dutchovendude.com/
http://www.epa.gov/epawaste
http://www.gfs.com/
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/
http://www.in.gov/dnr
http://www.libertymutual.com/
http://www.lifeadvice.com/
http://www.nationalgeographic.org/
http://www.ngcproject.org/
http://www.kids.niehs.nih.gov/
http://www.nwf.org/


 

 

       

http://www.pbskids.org/designsquad
http://www.firstgov.gov/
http://www.recreation.gov/
http://www.ready.gov/
http://web.extension.illinois.edu/
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